NRC INSPECTION MANUAL

PART 9900: 10 CFR GUI DANCE

50_36. CFR
10 CFR 50. 36
CHANGES TO FACI LI TY TECHN CAL SPECI FI CATI ONS

A PURPOSE

The pur pose of this Guidanceis toestablishspecificcriteriawhich
W Il be used by Ofice of Inspection and Enforcenent (I E) personnel
for the reviewand eval uati on of | Erecomended changes to facility
technical specifications (TS). Thi s gui dance al so delineates
specific actions to be taken by | E Headquarters and Regi onal O fice
personnel in connectionw th | Erecommended TS changes and outl i nes
the O fice of Nuclear Reactor Regul ation (NRR) plan for apprising
| E of the disposition of these TS changes.

B. DI SCUSSI ON

10 CFR 50. 36(d) (3) states, "At the initiative of the Comm ssion or
the licensee, any license nmay be anended to include technical
speci fications of the scope and content whi ch would be required if
a new license were being issued.” It should be noted that 10 CFR
50.36 applies only to the TS identified in Appendix A to the
facility |icense.

In general, licensees will not be required to update existing TS
solely for uniformty purposes unless the |icensee elects to do so
on his own or the change appears necessary due to its safety
signi ficance.

NRR advi sed |Ethat the follow ng actionw || be usedtoreflect the
di sposition of |IE recomended changes to facility technical
speci fications.

° When NRR agrees with the proposed reconmendation, the
proposed change will becone an action item listed in
NR- ML- 003- X, Status Summary Report (Pink Book).

° If NRR does not agree with the proposed change, the
reason will be discussed in a nenorandum NRR to LWRPB,
| E.

LWRPB i s responsi bl e for forwardi ng copi es of such nenoranda to t he
appropriate regional office.
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1. |E Headquarters Responsibility. The Light Water Reactor
Prograns Branch (LWRPB) of the Di vision of Reactor I nspection
Prograns, has responsibility for Ofice interface wth the
Di vi si on of Operating Reactors (DOR), NRR, onmatters rel ating
to proposed TS (Appendi x A) changes for operating Li ght Water
Reactors. This single point of contact is necessary to

10 CFR 50.36 -2- Issue Date: 01/01/77



mai ntain a uni forml E posture on such matters and to assure that the
recommended action is forwarded to the appropriate |level of NRR
managenent . This action does not preclude |IE personnel from
mai nt ai ni ng i nformati on channel s with counterpartsinNRR Specific
gui dance relating to such informati on channels is described in MC
2500.

The criteria provided in Paragraph 3 will be used for the
review and eval uati on of recommended TS changes.

2. Regional Ofice Responsibility. Regional Ofice personnel
shoul d performa prelimnary revi ewand eval uati on of Regi onal
O fice recommended changes to ascertain whether the recom
mended change neets the criteria delineated i n Paragraph 3.
Recommended TS changes which neet these criteria should be
forwarded to the Chief, Light Water Reactor Prograns Branch,
for action.

3. Criteria To Be Used For Review And Evaluation O IE Recom
mended Changes To Technical Specifications. The follow ng
gui dance is provided to identify the specific criteria that
wi || be used by | E Headquarters personnel for the revi ew and
eval uation of I E recomended changes to facility techni cal
speci fications. Recommended TS changes which are in confor-
mance with these criteria will be forwarded to the D vision
of Operating Reactors, NRR, for appropriate action.

a. Recommended changes to existing specific TS because of
the foll ow ng:

(1) Requirenent needs clarification to resolve differ-
ences in interpretation between the |licensee and I E
i nspecti on personnel .

(2) Requirenent conflicts with other TS requirenents or
10 CFR.

(3) Requirenent is uninspectable, &e.g., installed
equi pment is not conpatible with requirenent.

(4) Change appears necessary because of related safety
signi ficance.

b. Recomended TS changes whi ch i nvol ve generic inplications
because of the follow ng:

(1) Proposed change results from IE inspection or
i nvestigation of major |icensee event, i.e., Browns
Ferry Fire, BWR bl omdowns, etc.

(2) Proposed change results fromlicensee response to an
|E Bulletin or Crcular.

(3) Proposed change involves corrective action for a
significant event that occurred at a simlar facil-

ity.
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4. Tenporary Changes To TS. On occasion, |icensee representa-
tives have contacted NRC Regional Ofices for guidance
concerni ng possi ble relaxation of regulatory requirenents.
Exanpl es of such requests include the conduct of a speci al
core physics test which may result in operation outside the
limts of the TS or a need to initiate plant startup during
a severe power shortage with sel ected systemin violation of
Limting Condition for Operation requirenents of the TS. IE
does not have the authority to authorize operation in
vi ol ation of regul atory requirenents. Therefore, thelicensee
shoul d be advi sed to contact the cogni zant Li censing Project
Manager, NRR, for appropriate action. Based on current
practice, NRRwill initiate pronpt acti on based on a tel ephone
request, wth specific detail docunented in a followp
exchange of correspondence. NRR w Il also informIlE of the
approved wai ver and provi de copi es of appropriate docunents.

END
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